
                                                               
                                                          A WARDEN’S HISTORY OF ST JAMES THE GREAT, 
                                                                                         CHURCHILL. 
 
The origins of the church 
                                              Churchill village itself dates back to at least 1086 as the first record of the village name 
occurs in the Doomsday book. About this time the villagers were summoned to meet the king’s commissioners 
under, “The Great Tree of Churchill”, this may have been the Yew tree that stands to the rear of the current 
church building which is rumoured to be 1000 years old? 
 
  There have been two church buildings in Churchill village, local legend tells that the intended site of the first 
building was atop Churchill Hill which is a small hill located today to the rear of the converted barn at the centre of 
the village. 
The legend goes on to tell that when the builders carried the stones to the top of the hill pixies rolled them back 
down every night, and so the current location of the church was chosen. 
 
  The first church building dated from the thirteenth century and owed its existence to the then priory of Dudley, 
itself founded in about 1160 by Gervaise Paynell. The priory was dedicated to St James and so the church also 
bears his name. 
It was the custom of Norman founders to endow their monasteries with both land and churches, a, “Vill”, of land 
in Churchill was given to the priory, and it is probable that Gervaise Paynell built and endowed the original church 
building. 
The first rector of Churchill, Rev’ William De Timberhangle was appointed by the then Prior of Dudley, 
 Robert De Malega, his stipend was the equivalent of 86 shillings and 8 pence per year. The lowest stipend in the 
Diocese at the time was around 40 shillings a year and so Churchill’s rector was considered to be quite well off. 
 
  It was a simple and architecturally undecorated building consisting of a Nave, Chancel, porch, and small wooden 
bell turret with a pyramidal lead roof at the church’s West end 
containing two bells (which now reside in the current building’s 
tower), one of these bells being cast by Mr John Martin who 
was the most venerated of Worcester’s bell founders at that 
time, while the other bears the name of a church warden Mr 
John Cox and the date 1722.  
In common with the current building the porch was south 
facing, and to its right as you would have faced it there was a 
roundel window in the nave wall. 
Both of the tombs visible in this picture still exist at the West 
gable of the present building, the larger, less it’s fencing, 
belonging to the Trowe family who up until recently were still 
resident in the village. 
The Nave and Chancel were of sand stone while the porch was 
brick built. As can be seen in the picture the North side was 
supported by three huge buttresses due to the fact that the 
building had given way on that side. 
The North door, just visible in the picture, was bricked up and 
so the only entrance was through the porch. 
The church did at one point have some new pews installed 
which were painted white, the offering table was a marble 
slab, and the alter rail was painted to look like Mahogany. 
There was a high Gothic screen separating the chancel from the 
nave and consisted of three arches resting on clustered piers, above which was the king’s arms (the original pews 
were also carved in the same gothic style). 
At the West end of the church was the Parish Chest which was roughly hewn out of an Oak tree with an equally 
crudely hewn slab of wood for its lid. There was also a ladder up to the bell turret. 
Two of the windows were dedicated to the memory of notable people of the time, the East window being in the 
memory of a past priest. Neither of them depicted scenes from scripture. Beneath the East window was the 



inscription, “Dominus Edwardus Deford R”, Deford R is Latin for, “buried upright”, and it is said that there was a 
crypt beneath the Chancel where priests were buried standing upright. 
 
  The church had a musician’s gallery above the porch entrance and there is an interesting story of how during one 
Sunday service an argument broke out between two of the musicians which ended with the trombonist hitting his 
protagonist over the head with his trombone. 
 
The New church building 
                                              In 1867 it was planned to renovate the ageing building, but it was found that it would 
have cost as much to restore it as it would to build a new one, and so the decision was taken to demolish. 
The foundation stone of the present building was laid by the Hon’ Caroline Lyttelton on the 28th July 1867, and the 
church was consecrated on the 22nd September 1868 by the then Lord Bishop of Worcester. According to a 
newspaper report of the time the collection at the consecration service was £50 leaving £150 required to 
completely pay off the building costs. There was another service held at the church later that day where the 
Archdeacon of Totnes preached. 
The church was built by public subscription to the tune of £1,800 the principle donor being the 4th Lord Lyttelton in 
whose memory the East window was installed in 1878. The church is of sandstone construction taken from a 
Hagley quarry (then part of Lord Lyttleton’s estate). The architect was Mr W.J.Hopkins who was well known in the 
diocese in connection with church building. The builder was a Mr Warner of Malvern. 
On the day of the church’s consecration there was a celebration held in, “The Granary”, which stood on the site of 
the current barn conversion mentioned earlier. 
 
  During the church’s construction various graves were disinterred, these remains were re buried along the foot of 
the church’s South wall. 
 
  The church is somewhat larger than the previous building and is of the, “Decorated”, style, being able to seat 120 
parishioners in the lofty nave,. It consists again of; chancel, nave, and porch, however unlike the previous building 
it has a tower at the nave’s NE end with a small vestry at its base. It was originally planned that the tower would 
be topped by a spire which would have doubled the overall height of the tower and would have been visible for 
miles around. The plans for the spire can be found at, “The Hive”, Worcester. 
 
 
  There have been various changes to the furnishings over the years, the most notable being: 

 

   The original pulpit was made of stone with an inlaid marble cross adorning its front, this was 
replaced with the present carved Oak pulpit and priest’s deck c1930. 
 

 The one manual organ built by Walter James Bird and Sons est.’ 1888, was installed at the NE 
corner of the nave during 1912 and replaced the harmonium which is still in the church at the 
opposite SE corner of the nave. The harmonium was left to the church in the will of Mr Claude 
Bache who owned and operated Churchill spade works up until 1970 when he passed away. The 
harmonium was annually hauled up to the top of Churchill Hill to provide the musical 
accompaniment to the Rogation services held there. 

              Prior to the installation of the organ two wooden, “tablets”, displaying the ten commandments       
              were hung at the Nave’s NE and SE corners. These, were subsequently moved to their present  
              positions either side of the East window. 
               
 
 
                                           Interior of the church prior to the 
                                                  Installation of the organ 
 
 
 
                          
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                         
                         
           Ascending Churchill Hill for Rogation c 1960s 
                       Reverend Noel Panter leading.              
 
 
 
                        
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                 The church’s interior as it is today 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
  Over the years there have been many improvements to the present building to bring it up to the standards of 
the day. 
The most notable of these concerned how the bells are hung, on inspection c1950 it was found that they were 
held in place on the then wooden frame, which was rotten, by nothing more than horse shoe nails and flimsy 
strapping. Needless to say the whole arrangement was quickly replaced. 
During 1953, “The Coronation Gateway”, was installed at the head of the path that leads to the porch entrance, 
and during 1965 the iron railing boundary fence was replaced with the current wall, its cast iron Fleur de Lie 
inserts being made at Churchill forge by Mr Claude Bache. 
 
  During September 1968 the celebrations to mark the church’s centenary were held entitled, “A Festival of 
Flowers”. 
The then Bishop of Worcester, the Rt. Rev’ Mervyn Charles-Edwards preached and Viscount Cobham read one of 
the lessons at the centenary service held on Saturday 21st September. 
On the evening there was a celebration supper held in the barn opposite the church (where the Granary stood in 
1868) which was attended by some 180 people and was followed by a bonfire and fireworks display on top of 
Churchill Hill. 
On the Sunday the Rev’ Noel Panter held a service for all the couples who had been married at the church during 
his 27 years incumbency, which was attended by 30 couples. There was tea afterwards at Blakedown Parish 
Rooms. 
 
 
               
 
 



 
The centenary celebrations 1968 

 
 
 
 
 
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
                                                                      The church windows. 
 
 
The East window 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The South window 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Soldiers’ window (NW aspect) 

  



 
 
 
 
The North East window 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The East window was installed during 1868 and is in the memory of the 4th Lord Lyttleton who  

Was the principle donor towards the cost of the new building’s construction. 

 The South window was installed during Eastertide 1895 in memory of Mr William Trowe then of 

Ismere House. 

 The NE window is in the memory of Mr Reginald Pyndar Turner (rector of 47 years) who died 31st 

January 1888, aged 77. 

 The, “Soldier’s Window”, is in memory of local conscripts who died during both world wars, it was 

made by the Bromsgrove Guild. 

 

 

 

The Coronation Gateway 

 

 


